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ABSTRACT

Since the second half of the 20th century, environmental pollution has reached a level that
threatens the entire world and all living things. Studies on environmental problems at national
and international levels intensified in the 1970s. However, the current situation is not sufficient.
Today, the most important concept regarding environmental problems is environmental
awareness. Environmental awareness refers to the state in which individuals and societies
possess knowledge about environmental issues, develop attitudes consistent with this
knowledge, and engage in behaviors that promote environmental sustainability. In this study,
environmental problems and the concept of environmental awareness are discussed within a
theoretical and statistical framework, and their reflections at the individual, societal, and policy
levels are evaluated. Additionally, the role of environmental education in environmental

awareness is examined, and solutions are presented.

Keywords: Environmental pollution, environmental awareness, environmental education,

environmental policies, individual awareness

1. INTRODUCTION

The environment can be defined as a medium in which all natural and artificial elements in
which we live interact. Durge¢ and Demirel (2023, 502) define the environment as the
biological and physical structures that contain water, soil, air, and natural resources, where
humans and all other living species that make up the ecosystem live and interact with each
other. On the other hand, this defined environment covers a shared biological, geographical,
social, political, and cultural space. The environment is all of the living and non-living factors
(social, physical, climatic, cultural, historical) that affect a living organism's life or community

throughout its life (Yiicel and Morgil, 1998: 84).

The definition of the environment has varied according to the development stages and levels of
humanity. Until the Industrial Revolution, the environment was considered a common-sense
concept only as a place to live in and as a concept unique to humans, while the continuity and

immutability of this environment were thought to be one of its main features. With the industrial



revolution, accelerating and increasing environmental problems made it necessary to rethink
and redefine the environment. As a result of the rapid evolution of Capitalism in the early
twentieth century, factors such as overproduction and consumption, rapid urbanization,
unplanned consumption of natural resources, technology, increased greenhouse gas emissions,
and the use of fossil fuels led to serious environmental problems, global warming,
environmental pollution, and the transformation of the entire system, including the deterioration

of public health.

While environmental pollution was considered a more regional threat until the second half of
the 20th century, the new liberalism brought about by the global economy showed that
environmental problems affect the entire world. Environmental pollution, which manifests
itself as air, water, and soil pollution, poses a significant threat to the reduction of biodiversity,
the depletion of resources, public health, and ecosystems (IPCC, 2021; UNEP, 2022).
Increasingly, environmental problems have reached a level that threatens all developed and
developing countries. The consequences of environmental problems are not limited to just air,
water, and soil pollution. The unplanned consumption of resources, global environmental
problems, waste, and, especially in less developed and developing countries, hunger,
malnutrition, consumption of poor quality and contaminated water and food, and epidemics
affect the level of massive and fatal epidemics and child deaths. To cope with these problems,
it is necessary to first understand what environmental pollution is, what it causes, and how to
produce urgent solutions. New policies, strategies, technologies, and structural solutions are
needed, especially at the international level, to prevent environmental problems. On the other
hand, it is of great importance to increase the level of environmental awareness of individuals
and societies regarding environmental problems. Environmental awareness is not only related
to gaining knowledge on a theoretical level but also to individuals' behaviors, consumption

habits, and their relationship with the environment as part of daily life.

In recent years, to solve environmental problems that pose a great threat and directly affect life,
all countries have national and international official organizations and studies. On the other
hand, environmental organizations, NGOs, local municipalities, and educational institutions
continue to work on environmental issues. While the environment is one of the oldest
phenomena for humanity, addressing the environment and discussing its problems and finding
solutions are relatively new concepts in the whole world and in Tiirkiye. Academic studies on

environmental awareness are progressing more toward the attitudes and behaviors of young



people and students (Yiicel and Morgil, 1998; Erten, 2005; Ozdemir and Cobanoglu, 2017;
Baydar, Ersoy and Ongun, 2022; Tung, Omiir and Diiren, 2012; Yal¢inkaya, 2012), on the other
hand, there are valuable studies on scale development for environmental awareness (Uzun and
Saglam, 2006; Yiicel and Ozkan, 2014; Cetin and Yalginkaya, 2018), environmental awareness
studies in the context of sustainability, which is an important concept in solving environmental
problems (Tiras, 2012; Tekiroglu and Kanat, 2021; Yigit and Kiyici, 2022) and on the

presentation of environmental awareness in the media (Durge¢ and Demirel, 2023).

This study aims to provide a general overview of what environmental awareness is, how it is
perceived, its conceptual framework, and to discuss reports and statistical data on

environmental awareness in the world and in Tirkiye.

2. GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS

Environmental problems, which were observed locally and regionally until the last quarter of
the twentieth century, have now gained a structure that affects the entire world. In this respect,
environmental problems that have reached a global dimension are of a quality and quantity that
concern all of humanity. Today, the most basic and primary of environmental problems is
environmental pollution. Environmental pollution is the contamination and deterioration of the
air, water, soil, and biological and physical environment that are commonly used by humans

and all other living things that make up the ecosystem.

It can be said that many factors related to environmental pollution are handled in interaction
with each other today. However, the main global environmental pollution is still basic pollution
such as Acid Rain, the Greenhouse Effect, the Depletion of the Ozone Layer, Eutrophication,
and Erosion. Acid precipitation is formed by obtaining energy from fossil fuels. Acid
precipitation causes the death of forests and plants, the death of bacteria that provide vitality to
the soil, making the soil infertile, the death of marine life due to the acidification of water, the
formation of erosion, and the destruction of historical and cultural assets (Akdur, 1996: 5). The
greenhouse effect is caused by CO2 transported and accumulated in the atmosphere, mostly due
to fossil fuels. As a result of the greenhouse effect, the world's temperature increases by one or
one and a half degrees every twenty years, and the world is getting warmer. If this warming

continues, the glaciers will melt, and the sea level will rise by 3-4 meters. On the other hand,



some gases rise in the atmosphere and cause the deterioration and thinning of the ozone layer,
which is generally called the depletion of the ozone layer. As a result of the depletion of the
ozone layer, significant problems occur, such as deterioration in the DNA systems of all living
things, anomalies, cancer, a decrease in agricultural products, and the extinction of marine life.
According to the statistics of the International Energy Agency, approximately 60 million barrels
of oil are consumed per day in the world, of which 36 million barrels are from private vehicles

alone, resulting in 14 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions (Bozkurt, 2024: 21).

Eutrophication, on the other hand, is used to mean the contamination of surface waters with
nitrogen and phosphorus accumulated in the waters. As a result of eutrophication, mass deaths
of living things occur due to the water becoming oxygen-depleted. Erosion is when the upper
layers of the soil flow into the seas and streams. As a result of erosion, there is a loss of fertile
soil, desertification, negative effects on agriculture, and landlessness (Akdur, 1996; Tuna,

2012).

The most important results of the environmental problems mentioned above can be considered
as global warming and climate change, nuclear risk, and the decrease in biodiversity, air, water,
and soil pollution (Tuna, 2012: 53-68). The World Energy Outlook 2024 report published by
the International Energy Agency (IEA) emphasized that the path to limiting global warming to
1.5°C is rapidly narrowing. Pointing out that the transition from fossil fuels must be completed
quickly, the report stated that there is no need for new oil, coal, and gas projects.

https://temizeneriji.org/2024/10/16/iea-dunya-enerji-gorunumu-2024-raporu-kuresel-isinmayi-

1-5c-ile-sinirlamak-icin-yol

daraliyor/?gad source=1&gad campaignid=11493835654&gbraid=0AAAAACIkh-
ICRGHHpgXDkmbXGjSATERf1&gclid=CjOKCQjwrJTGBhCbARIsANFBfgunlG-
6b3KDRtdKiRPskCda0lWjRrCUDd2mo-4a0e 8pnqLvR VrggaAgSzEALw wcB

Air pollution ranks second among the risks causing death globally. Approximately one-third of
deaths from stroke, lung cancer, heart attack, and COPD are caused by air pollution. In 2021,
8.1 million people worldwide died from diseases related to air pollution, and in 2023, at least
92% of the population in Tiirkiye breathed air that was dirty according to World Health

Organization standards.

https://temizhavahakki.org/?gad source=1&gad campaignid=19787533355&gbraid=0AAAA


https://temizenerji.org/2024/10/16/iea-dunya-enerji-gorunumu-2024-raporu-kuresel-isinmayi-1-5c-ile-sinirlamak-icin-yol
https://temizenerji.org/2024/10/16/iea-dunya-enerji-gorunumu-2024-raporu-kuresel-isinmayi-1-5c-ile-sinirlamak-icin-yol
https://temizhavahakki.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19787533355&gbraid=0AAAAApP95WAHfZ8aBwPAfoaefOMNgcTF&gclid=Cj0KCQjw5onGBhDeARIsAFK6QJYwty_u0MGEV4ecOrIflDvOsEKUSX7UWOELcctOhkt62ON0ytJkBD4aAnRUEALw_wcB

ApP95SWAH{Z8aBwPAfoaefOMNgcTF&gclid=Cj0KCQjwS5onGBhDeARISAFK6QJYwty u
OMGEV4ecOrIfIDvOsEKUSX7UWOELcctOhkt620NOytIkBD4aAnRUEALw_wcB

On January 15, 2025, in Geneva, Switzerland, according to the 20th Global Risks Report,
published by the World Economic Forum and created with the participation of more than 900
experts; Environmental risks will be at the forefront in the next 10 years. The top of these risks
are extreme weather events, biodiversity loss, and ecosystem collapse. While environmental
risks play a dominant role in the long-term outlook, extreme weather events, biodiversity loss
and ecosystem collapse, critical changes in world systems, and natural resource scarcity lead
the 10-year risk ranking. The fifth environmental risk in the top 10 is pollution, which is also
perceived as a leading risk in the short term. Its sixth place in the short term shows the growing
recognition of the serious effects of a wide variety of pollutants in the air, water, and land on
health and ecosystems. Overall, extreme weather events have been clearly identified as urgent,

short-term, and long-term risks. https://www.weforum.org/press/2025/01/global-risks-report-

2025-conflict-environment-and-disinformation-top-threats/

The report analyzes global risks over a short period of 10 years and reveals how urgently
environmental risks need to be addressed. It particularly draws attention to the fact that
environmental risks are no longer just a long-term threat but an urgent situation that requires
immediate action. In this context, the report emphasizes the importance of governments, the
private sector, and individuals focusing more on issues such as pollution and biodiversity loss
and developing sustainable policies, and it evaluates the high level of awareness of the young

generation as an important opportunity to mobilize society.

https://www.isoyesilblog.com/kuresel-riskler-raporu-2025-cevresel-riskleri-dunyanin-

gelecegi-icin-en-onemli-tehdit-olarak-degerlendiriyor/

At the official World Environment Day ceremony held in Jeju, South Korea, on June 5, 2025,
the urgency of ending plastic pollution, a global crisis affecting a large part of life on Earth,
was emphasized. UN Secretary-General Antoénio Guterres said in his World Environment Day
message: "Plastic waste clogs rivers, pollutes oceans, and endangers wildlife. And as it breaks
down into increasingly smaller pieces, it seeps into every corner of the Earth, from the top of
Mount Everest to the depths of the ocean; from human brains to human milk."

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/world-environment-day-2025-



https://temizhavahakki.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19787533355&gbraid=0AAAAApP95WAHfZ8aBwPAfoaefOMNgcTF&gclid=Cj0KCQjw5onGBhDeARIsAFK6QJYwty_u0MGEV4ecOrIflDvOsEKUSX7UWOELcctOhkt62ON0ytJkBD4aAnRUEALw_wcB
https://temizhavahakki.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19787533355&gbraid=0AAAAApP95WAHfZ8aBwPAfoaefOMNgcTF&gclid=Cj0KCQjw5onGBhDeARIsAFK6QJYwty_u0MGEV4ecOrIflDvOsEKUSX7UWOELcctOhkt62ON0ytJkBD4aAnRUEALw_wcB
https://www.weforum.org/press/2025/01/global-risks-report-2025-conflict-environment-and-disinformation-top-threats/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2025/01/global-risks-report-2025-conflict-environment-and-disinformation-top-threats/
https://www.isoyesilblog.com/kuresel-riskler-raporu-2025-cevresel-riskleri-dunyanin-gelecegi-icin-en-onemli-tehdit-olarak-degerlendiriyor/
https://www.isoyesilblog.com/kuresel-riskler-raporu-2025-cevresel-riskleri-dunyanin-gelecegi-icin-en-onemli-tehdit-olarak-degerlendiriyor/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/world-environment-day-2025-mobilizes-commitment-action-end-plasticBy

mobilizes-commitment-action-end-plasticBy saying this, he emphasizes that environmental

pollution has reached the point of destroying human life.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

Environmental awareness is a broad concept that primarily includes the acceptance of
environmental problems and the implementation of cognitive, affective, and behavioral solution
actions related to these problems. Hungerford and Volk (1990) define environmental awareness
not only as gaining knowledge but also as a process of developing a sense of responsibility
toward the environment. At this stage, developing new behavioral patterns can be considered
the first steps of environmental awareness learned with knowledge. Steps toward environmental
awareness and responsibility, with all their social, economic, political, and human dimensions,
concerning all countries, sectors, national and international institutions and organizations on
earth, have a more urgent priority today than ever before. The individual dimension of social
awareness can be defined as all individuals who make up society gaining the responsibility and
consciousness that falls on them. Bozkurt (2024) defines environmental awareness as
consumers behaving sensitively toward the environment and caring about environmental issues.
In this definition, it is possible to see a wide range of behaviors, from consumer behaviors to
consumption habits. Durgen¢ and Demirel (2023), on the other hand, define environmental
awareness as a cognitive level necessary to grasp the dimension of environmental problems, to
present rational solution proposals, and to bring about positive changes in individuals' attitudes
toward the environment. They emphasize that environmental education and the media constitute

important dynamics of the process of reaching this rational cognitive level.

It can be said that studies and practices for environmental awareness in the world are based on
three main pillars. These are strategies and policies at the level of international and national
institutions, organizations, and NGOs, environmental education, and the media. National and
International strategies and policies are the most important pillars in creating environmental
problems and environmental awareness. Common approaches, common policies, common
funds, and common practices in the solution of environmental problems are important in terms

of enabling a faster, more systematic, and easier solution to the problems.


https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/world-environment-day-2025-mobilizes-commitment-action-end-plasticBy

To discuss environmental problems for environmental awareness, the international "United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment" organized by the United Nations Organization
in Stockholm, Sweden, on June 5, 1971, is important in the sense that environmental problems
were accepted and started to be discussed at a global level for the first time. For this reason,
June 5 is celebrated as World Environment Day (Tuna, 2012). Especially since 1971, many
countries have developed strategies to solve environmental problems and increase
environmental awareness. The World Commission on Environment and Development,
established in 1983, brought the concept of "sustainable development" to the agenda in its report
"Our Common Future," published in 1987, to guide all national and international environmental
protection efforts. The second United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on June 3-14, 1992. The European Union has included
environmental awareness among its strategic goals in the 2030 Climate and Energy Framework.
In addition to organizations such as the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), examples of
internationally organized groups are Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, and the European Nature
Heritage Foundation (Stiftung Europaeisches Naturerbe) (Kaplan, 1999). On the other hand,
the Green Party, which has become a political party in many countries, is considered one of the

most important political representatives of the environmental movement all over the world.

In Tirkiye, institutionalized work on environmental issues, especially education, awareness,
and consciousness-raising on climate change, which began with Tiirkiye becoming a party to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 2004, gained
momentum after the publication of Tiirkiye's First National Communication on Climate Change

in 2007. https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/iklim/editordosya/Anket.pdf

There are many large-scale studies on environmental awareness at the international and national
levels. While some of these studies are on general environmental problems, some studies focus

on more current environmental problems.

For example, according to the results of a public opinion survey conducted by the global market
and public opinion research company WIN International between October and December 2019,
through its partners in 40 countries around the world, by interviewing a total of 29,368 people
to measure the level of public awareness of climate change, 85.8% of the participants worldwide
fully or partially agreed with the question of whether global warming is the result of climate

change, while this rate was recorded as the highest in Thailand with 94.8%. In Tiirkiye, a


https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/iklim/editordosya/Anket.pdf

positive answer was given at 94%, while the Middle East and North Africa region came first
regionally with 88.7%. When asked whether global warming is the result of human activities,
87.4% of the participants gave a positive answer, while in Tiirkiye, a positive answer was given
at 90%, ranking sixth among all countries. The highest participation rate for the proposition that
global warming is a threat to humanity was 95% in Tiirkiye. The world average for this question
was 84.5%, while the lowest "yes" answer was given in China with 56.8%. In the USA, a "yes"

answer was given at 76.1%.

https://www.cevko.org.tr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=852&catid=47&
Itemid=166&lang=tr

A similar study on the level of awareness of climate change in Tiirkiye was completed in 2012
within the scope of the Project for the Preparation of Tiirkiye's Second National Communication
on Climate Change, which was carried out under the coordination of the Ministry of
Environment and Urbanization and with the contribution of the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) under the execution of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). The
sample of 3,166 people living in different climatic and socio-economic structures of Tiirkiye's
geography was taken, and the sample reflects the whole of Tiirkiye with a 95% confidence level
and an error margin of £1.74. According to the results of the study, it is seen that the public has
opinions but not knowledge about the causes of climate change, its effects on their lives,
adaptation to climate change, and ways to combat climate change. The rate of those who have
knowledge about the causes of climate change is 12.5%, while the rate of those who have
knowledge about adaptation to climate change is 11.1%, the rate of those who have knowledge
about ways to combat climate change is 10.7%, and the rate of those who have knowledge about

the effects of climate change on their lives is 10.5%.

It is seen that the public's level of interest in climate change is high, but their level of knowledge
is low. While the public has an opinion on climate change, their level of knowledge is
insufficient. The causes of climate change and the measures that should be taken are not
sufficiently known. Climate change is perceived by the public as a problem for the world and
Tirkiye. However, it is considered less important than other social, economic, and political
problems. At the point reached in Tiirkiye today, while society has established a link between
environmental problems and daily life habits, climate change is not yet directly associated with

human life. https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/iklim/editordosya/Anket.pdf



https://www.cevko.org.tr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=852&catid=47&Itemid=166&lang=tr
https://www.cevko.org.tr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=852&catid=47&Itemid=166&lang=tr
https://webdosya.csb.gov.tr/db/iklim/editordosya/Anket.pdf

Today, research, practices, and activities carried out by foundations, private organizations,
NGOs, and local governments on environmental awareness in the world offer a wider area than
state institutions and organizations. For example, the Tiirkiye Waste Perception and Awareness
Survey was conducted by the "Copiine Sahip Cik Vakfi" (Take Care of Your Trash Foundation)
in cooperation with Aksoy Research between January 18 and February 1, 2019, using the CATI
(Computer-Assisted Telephone Interview) method. The survey was completed with the
participation of a total of 1003 people. The average interview duration was 16 minutes, and the
survey was conducted with a 95% confidence interval and a 3% margin of error. According to
the survey results, since "trash" is perceived as a completely worthless pile, there is no curiosity
or need for information about how it is disposed of. In this context, the concept of "solving the
trash problem" is seen as being limited to the removal of trash from living spaces, and this is
considered sufficient. The results reveal the need to create social values regarding issues such
as littering and recycling and to create alternatives to the consumption/throw-away culture. It
is known that the lack of strong conscious consumption habits aimed at reducing waste and
preventing it leads to an increase in unnecessary consumption and thus the amount of waste
from the very beginning. It was concluded that a significant portion of those who do not sort
and do not throw their trash in the right place do not have sufficient information about the

existing system and containers. 9 turkiyve atik farkindalik ve algicalitay sonuc raporu.pdf

Even a few examples of environmental awareness given above show that even if societies and
the individuals who make up these societies have sufficient interest in environmental awareness
and environmental pollution, they do not have sufficient and correct information, and from this,
there is a lot of lack of implementation. However, as Stern (2000) stated, individual awareness
leads to concrete changes in daily life on issues such as energy saving, recycling, water
consumption, and transportation choices. At the societal level, the activities of environmentally
focused non-governmental organizations, participatory environmental policies of local

governments, and public pressure are effective (Stern, 2000).

The second most important pillar of environmental awareness in the world is environmental
education. Environmental education is an interdisciplinary field that informs individuals about
the environment, helps them gain environmentally friendly behaviors, and trains individuals
who are willing to solve environmental problems (Uzunoglu, 2015). Environmental-themed
education, especially from elementary school, helps individuals develop environmentally

sensitive attitudes at an early age (Ozdemir and Cobanoglu, 2017). The increase in



sustainability-focused programs at universities also reinforces the sense of environmental
responsibility in young individuals. Erten (2005) emphasizes that due to the interdisciplinary
nature of environmental education, it should not be seen only as an education given in schools,
but that environmental education practices that will be given systematically in schools are

important in raising environmentally sensitive and conscious individuals (Erten, 2005).

Today, as in the rest of the world, many universities in Tiirkiye (Ankara Univ., Hacettepe Univ.,
Middle East Technical Univ., Dokuz Eyliil Univ., Akdeniz Univ., Atatiirk Univ., etc.) have
environmental problem research and application centers and coordinatorships. These academic
centers continue their efforts to increase students' environmental awareness through national
and international conferences, panels, workshops, and seminars. In particular, environmental
awareness surveys and research are of great importance in determining the level of individuals
regarding environmental problems, the extent of environmental problems, and in developing
educational models and content for these problems. However, in Tiirkiye, unfortunately, there
is no course on environmental education in the formal education system at the preschool,
primary, secondary, and higher education levels; it is only included as a unit within certain
courses (Arabaci, Erbas and Kardas, 2025; Goger, Canik, Demirdelen et al., 2025). In this

regard, a policy on environmental education needs to be implemented systematically.

The third important pillar of environmental awareness is the media. Today, the media has
become an indispensable tool and even an end in itself in the lives of individuals like never
before. Internet technologies and digital platforms offer an important communication and
advertising network. When used effectively, the media can also be considered a tool for
widespread education. In this regard, to keep environmental problems on the agenda, to be at
the top of the list, and to become a priority, public interest and support must be ensured.
Communication studies play an important role in this process. It is possible to create
environmental awareness through various communication campaigns, events, and media
channels (Aka, 2025:141). In addition, popular education tools - documentaries, public service
announcements, and social media campaigns also increase environmental awareness by

reaching large audiences (Kollmuss and Agyeman, 2002).

4. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS



As aresult of factors such as rapid industrialization, urbanization, population growth, excessive
consumption, and the unfair and immoderate consumption of natural resources since the last
quarter of the 20th century, environmental pollution, climate change, and extreme natural
events have become an imminent threat, not a distant one, that endangers the lives of all living

things and the world's journey toward an unsustainable system.

To leave a livable world for future generations, individuals, communities, governments, and
international organizations must contribute to this struggle. The fight against climate change
and environmental pollution requires a multifaceted approach that integrates renewable energy
solutions, sustainable agricultural practices, green technology innovations, and supportive
policy and economic frameworks (Aydin, M. E. and Aydin, S., 2024). On the other hand,
increasing international cooperation and systematically and wurgently implementing
international agreements, funds, and technological applications are the most important

mechanisms in solving environmental problems.

Environmental awareness plays an important role in the prevention of environmental problems
and the construction of sustainable societies. In this respect, there is a need for policies in which
all stakeholders move together. However, as can be understood from the research results, a high
level of environmental awareness does not mean that individuals show environmentally friendly
behaviors and attitudes. For this reason, it is important to include environmental education as a
course in all stages of the formal education system, starting from the preschool period, for the
media and digital tools to organize intensive programs and campaigns, for NGOs and local
governments to increase their environmental projects and applications, for economic incentives
to reward environmentally friendly attitudes and behaviors, and for legal sanctions to be

applied.

To not leave the next generations faced with greater and unsolvable environmental problems, a
common set of rules at both national and global levels should be considered. One of the
important stages of the process is that all countries in the world comply with the common rules
to be taken and that universal environmental values are glorified (Giil, 2013: 19). In this context,
the view that is starting to prevail and is becoming widespread on a global scale is that
ecological problems cannot be overcome with an anthropocentric environmental approach
alone. According to this, what is new is that development must be foreseen together with
sustainability. A new perspective and a new understanding are needed to increase

ecological/environmental awareness to find a "sustainable" balance in the relations between



human beings and nature. The new ecological paradigm emphasizes the importance of creating
ecological awareness and for this purpose, bringing environmental education to the forefront to
contribute to the sustainable development of countries (Tung, Omiir and Diiren, 2012). In this
framework, environmental sustainability should be considered as a holistic development model

for the future of all humanity and the world.
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